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Final Seattle Housing Affordability and Livability Agenda (HALA)
Recommendations Released to Mayor and City Council

Seattle—Seattle Mayor Ed Murray’s affordable housing committee, known as the Housing
Affordability and Livability Agenda (HALA), released its highly anticipated Final Advisory
Committee Recommendations this week to the Mayor and Seattle City Council. The
committee’s comprehensive package of 65 recommendations is aimed at balancing “the needs
of a fast growing city with almost unimaginable new wealth and the acute needs of people who
experience systemic inequities driven by issues of income, ethnicity, and race on a daily basis.”

The twenty-eight member, stakeholder committee is co-chaired by Pacifica Law Group partner
Faith Pettis and philanthropic leader David Wertheimer, and was established in September
2014 to explore innovative ways to generate a net increase of 50,000 units of affordable and
market rate housing in Seattle over the next decade in order to keep up with the city’s massive
economic and population growth.

Following the release of the Recommendations, Mayor Ed Murray responded with his action
plan, A Roadmap to an Affordable and Livable City. In addition, Councilmember Mike O’Brien is
chairing a Select Committee on Housing Affordability, a committee composed of the entire City
Council, which will begin immediate deliberations about the implementation of the action plan
and the Recommendations.

To read the full Final Advisory Committee Recommendations, please see
http://murray.seattle.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/HALA-Report-.pdf.
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Pacifica Law Group LLP is a law firm committed to serving public and private clients in the Pacific
Northwest with focused and sophisticated talent, intellect, creativity and unwavering integrity. The
firm helps clients address their most pressing needs with a range of legal services, including
appellate and civil litigation, constitutional law, construction law, education and school districts law,
municipal law, non-profit law, politics and policy, public financing, public/private project counseling
and real estate law. Representative clients include Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway Co., City of
Seattle, Pike Place Market, Port of Seattle, Seattle Art Museum, Sound Transit, Teachers Insurance
& Annuity Association, Washington State Housing Finance Commission, Woodland Park Zoo and
numerous other cities, counties, municipalities, public utility districts, public and private companies,
school districts and universities. www.pacificalawgroup.com
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